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An artistic archaeological study of three rare copper dishes
from the Mamluk Circassian period

Abstract

The metalwork industry during the Mamluk period received the attention and care
of the sultans and princes, thus helping in the prosperity of this industry during this
period. We are fortunate that a huge number of metal artifacts from the industry of
Egypt and Syria of this period has come down to us, many of which are preserved
in Egyptian and international museums as well as private collections.
Characterized by a great diversity in its forms, sizes and functions, including the
decorative designs executed on them, the artefacts reflected the extent of artistic
creativity that characterized the arts in the two Mamluk period.

This research paper aims to study three copper dishes from the Mamluk

Circassian period and the rare documentary texts on them that have not been
previously studied. These dishes date back to different decades from the 9th AH/15
AD century. One of them bears the name of Sultan Al-Muayyad Shaikh, and the
second the name of one of the great Mamluk princes in the Mamluk Circassian
period, Prince Yashbak min Mahdi. The third dish is attributed to Prince Jan Balat
Al-Ashrafie.

Keywords: metalwork, dishes, decorative, calligraphy
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