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The aesthetics of thresholds in the novel “Ghazl Al
Banat™ and its relationship to the text - Narrative
Semiotics Study

Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Mohamedin

Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts - Kafr El-
Sheikh University

Email: mahmoud.mohamed6@art.kfs.edu.eq

(Thresholds) is one of the concepts that recently took its
share of the critical study, and it had a great impact on the
development of the publishing industry. It has a dual importance:
first, is in the field of advertising for the book and tempting the
reader to buy it and read it, and the second is that they are
parallel texts that help to understand the text, know its purposes,
and reach its message. Thus, it opens potentials for
understanding and interpreting the text.

This study stands on each threshold of the novel (Ghazl
Al Banat) by the writer Hanan Mahmoud Lashin and extracts
its signs and functions according to the semiological study. It
also investigates the links between the thresholds and the body of
the novel through four sections:
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- The first topic studies the Semiya novel's title, its various
indicative dimensions and what it represents from a metaphorical
image that has its own beauty, as well as linking multiple
connotations of the title to the subject of the novel, its heroine,
the writer's intentions, and her vision.

- The second topic studies the titles of the novel’s chapters, the
technical and moral functions offered by these titles, and the
critical connotations that we extract from them.

- The third topic deals with the semiotics of the cover, front and
back, in which | talk about the semiotics of the cover image, its
advertising role and its moral symbolism. | also talk about the
phrase transferred from the novel on the back cover, its
suspenseful role, and its artistic dimension.

- The fourth topic deals with the semiotics of presentation and
the conclusion; In which | talk about the form of presentation
and its symbolism, then the objective content. Then | address the
conclusion of the novel and its role in revealing the reasons for
presentation and authoring, in addition to what it achieves from
other purposes which is revealed by the analysis of its functions.

| began the research with a brief introduction to the concept of
thresholds, their nature and importance, and | ended the research
with a conclusion summarizing its most important results.

Keywords: Ghazal al-Banat, Hanan Lashin, novel, text
thresholds, semiotics.
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