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Social and Ownership Characteristics of Agricultural Lands in the Nile
Delta Regions in the Mamluk Era(648- 923 AH / 1250- 1517AD)

ABSTRACT

The study focuses on the social and ownership characteristics of agricultural land in
the Mamluk era, which is concerned with studying the area of agricultural land and
its tenure systems, using geographic information systems. The farm and its
relationship to the irrigation network, analysis of the differences and differences
between the regions, and finally a study of the types of agricultural land tenure, the
share of each area of agricultural land and the amount of its yield, and its
distributional picture.

The researcher concluded that the study area in the Mamluk era was divided into 12
administrative regions; Including what is located in the east of the delta (Damietta,
Dakahlia, Al-Marthaya, Sharkia, Qalyubia and Cairo suburbs) in the middle of the
delta (Nustrawiya, Gharbia, Abyar Island and Menoufia), while the west of the delta
includes (Fuh and Al-Muzahimtan, Alexandria, Beheira) and its area represented
two-thirds of the area in 2016AD It also contained (58%) of the total districts
compared to their number in 2016 AD. The distribution of these districts was linked
to the two branches of the Nile as well as the waterways in the study area, which are
heading towards the northeast in the east of the delta, and towards the north in the
middle of the delta and in the direction of the northwest in the west of the delta The
most concentrated regions were Fouh, Al Muzahimtan, the suburbs of Cairo,
Damietta, and Qalyubia, and the rest of the regions are less concentrated. The work
of the Western, Eastern and Buhaira ranked first in terms of the area of the
cultivated land and the total area. The study also found that the possession of
agricultural land was divided into Lands (Dwaween, eqtaa, Awgaf and Al-Rizk).
And the beneficiary of it was three: the sultan and the princes, and what was left for
the soldiers to take, and thus we find that the Egyptian farmer lived tied to the land
he cultivated, and even spent his life in its service, and he had little of its bounties,

which led to its destruction.
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