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Summary

Social services constitute a key element in the triangle of poverty,
disease and ignorance. Whereas educational and medical services combat
ignorance and disease, social services fight against all forms of poverty and
lack in such a way that creates a close-knit and socially interdependent
society where citizens feel the spirit of solidarity. It should be stressed here
that social services, like other services, need to be geographically distributed
in such an equitable way that would enable us to derive their maximum
benefit. Accordingly, decision-makers lay much more emphasis on
enhancing the social conditions as their first step towards development.

In this context, Egypt is regarded as the first Arab country to establish
voluntary associations since the beginning of the nineteenth century. The
Egyptian society is currently witnessing an unprecedented increase in the
growth of voluntary associations in many regions. In addition, these
associations have invaded new fields of work and contributed to the
fulfillment of development agendas, together with the State and the private
sector. Hence, the sustainable development strategy "Egypt Vision 2030"
stresses the effective role of these social entities in advancing social and
economic development, especially at the present time.

Giza is estimated to have, after Cairo, the second highest number of
voluntary associations, with 11.4 percent of the total number of these
associations in Egypt in 2018. Nevertheless, voluntary associations in Giza
are much more effective than those in Cairo, especially given the fact that it
occupies a vast surface area of about thirteen times as bigger than Cairo.
Moreover, it shows great diversity in terms of its geographical features like
urban and rural areas, new cities and a vast desert hinterland which can be
expanded and developed.

The current research addressed the concept of 'voluntary associations',
their emergence and development in Giza compared to the other
governorates of Egypt. It also tackled the geographical distribution of these
associations and the services they provide, and identified the factors
affecting this distribution. The field study revealed significant disparities in
the voluntary associations between the rural and urban areas of the
governorate. In addition, it figured out the characteristics of both the
providers and recipients of the services, demystified the scope of influence
of these services and highlighted the most underserved areas. The research
also focused on measuring the efficiency of voluntary associations in
accordance with different sets of standards. Finally, it developed a proposed
roadmap for voluntary associations in Giza.
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