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Hisba of the Abbasid Prince Muhammad ibn Ebrah Tm
in the Light of Coins, Weight Measurements and an Unpublished Dirham.
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Abstract: Measurements, weights and numismatics are usually considered an
important source of information, which we can use to explain many historical
events and to extrapolate some information which are not found in other
sources. They provide us with images, names, useful expressions and
terminologies and secure dates. In particular, they often record the names of
governors, prefects and high officials about whom we know almost nothing,
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but they are also helpful in some cases particularly when they confirm
important historical events or clarify lists of ruling dynasties and officials.

This Paper studies an unpublished weight measurement (Dirham Kayl) of the
Abbasid prince Muahmmad ibn Ebrahim, governor of Mecca and Taif in the
middle of the second century AH/eighth century AD. This important piece is in
a private collection owned by Mr. Saeed EI-Siweedi in the United Arab
Emirates. Unlike similar pieces, this particular one is made of bronze. The
paper attempts to study this piece from two perspectives: first, its shape,
metal, kind of the recorded inscriptions on it; second, its connotation in the
historical contexts of the political and economic conditions of the early years of
the Abbasid Dyanasty. As we shall see, it will emerge that we have here a
rare piece of its kind which reflects yet many characteristics of the
numismatics of the second century AH/eighth century AD and beyond. The
piece also confirms the historical significance of prince Muhammad ibn
Ebrahim confirmed from documentary sources.finally,the study ends with
several of findings and recommendations.

Key words: Hisba — Abbasid Prince Muhammad ibn Ebrahim — Abbasid
weight measurements (Dirhams)- Bronze Measurements.
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