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Abstract

. This paper studies the geometric designs represented on the seals of
Egypt and Mesopotamia in the Predynastic era. During this period,
seals were made of various materials including stone and metal and
were covered with incised images or signs indicating ownership of
the stamped objects by the holders of the seals. In this sense, they
were symbolic artefacts with symbolic signs representing and
indicating differences in time and place and reflecting the culture and
environment which seals belonged to. As we shall see, during the
period of this study elements and designs of the Egyptian seals were
derived mainly and primarily from the Egyptian cultural context.
Moreover, we can notice some similarities and parallels between
Egyptian inscriptions towards the end of the Nagada Il and
Mesopotamian seals, already known since the seventh millennium
BCE. However, this paper argues that despite these similarities,
Egyptian seals were then beginning to reflect an identity of its own.

Keywords: Seals of Predynastic Egypt- Seals of Ancient Mesopotamia-
Geometric Designs — Cylinder Seals - Nagada I1- Ubaid, Uruk,
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Samarra period, The University of Arizona,p.49
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(2) Goff, B.L.,1963: Symbols of Prehistoric Mesopotamia, Yale University Press, p.33
)3(Tobler,A,J., 1950: Excavations at Tepe Gawra. v. 2, Joint Expedition of

the Baghdad School, the University Museum, and Dropsie College, 1931-1938,p. 179-
182.
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Near East,p. 107
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) Frankfort,H., 1955: Stratified Cylinder Seals from the Diyala Region, OIP 72,p.17

@) Kantor, J.H., 1966: Further Evidence for Earil Mesopotamian Relations with Egypt,
JEA Xl|,Chicago, 1952,p.246; Buchanan, B., Catalogue of Ancient Near Eastern Seals in
the Ashmolean Museum, Vol.l, Cylinder Seals, Oxford, pp.210-212,pl.64.
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