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Women'’s literary discourse: the shifts between elusiveness and
taking-over

A reading of the cultural norms of women's literature during old ages

The study aims to trace women'’s literary usage in some of the literary genres to
analyses the hypothesis of the women’s longing to dominate men and thus taking
over the leading role reducing the value of men to switch the roles and positions
occupied by the two groups according to the prevailing societal and cultural
norms .

The study also aims to uncover the implicit motives that encourage the seeking of
female predominance according to the bilateralism (centrality/marginality) where
the female assumes her central position as presented in the two texts being
examined as they are considered the problem of discourse for including implicit
forms that enable her achieving her goal.

The model of that woman is presented in two characters; the first one is ;Omama
Bint Al-Harith’ in her testament to her daughter ‘Omm lyas' and the second is
‘Omm Thawab Al-Hizaneya’ in her short poetic discourse composed after her son
disobeyed her .

Whereas the margin tackles the males targeted by the discourse presented in the
characters of the husband ‘ Abo Al-Harith Ibn Amr’ in Omama’s testament and the
disobedient son ‘ in the text of ‘Omm Thawab Al-Hizaneya.’

The cultural criticism here becomes an effective mechanism to read the cultural
norms embedded in both texts for its exposure to many variable fields of
knowledge and as it is based on many procedural mechanisms and techniques
extracted from previous critical approaches and knowledge-based and cultural
associated tools .

These implicit norms were characterized by elusiveness and the openness of
construing approaches and multiple readings.

To conclude, some of the study objectives are mentioned in the following:

1- Women’s strong commitment to prove themselves and to be equal to men,
and their growing voice that strengthens this aspiration through the female
literary voice during the old ages.
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2-"Women have walked the extra mile from just a goal to serious steps that aim to
predominate men and deny male dominance that shrinks her cultural and societal
role. Therefore, the female role takes over the highest roles or at least the margin
becomes equal in importance to the center.

3- Existence of variable literary texts: prose and poetry prove the preceding and
leading power of women. Moreover, hitting the unusual through female-to-male
satirical poems or through social poems.




