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A Rare Abbasid Dirham Struck In 192AH It Bears Both the Persian and Arabic

Names of One Mint

Abstract:
The research involves the study and analysis of a rare Abbasid dirham minted during the reign of the

Abbasid Caliph Harun al-Rashid (170-193AH / 786—809AD) in the year 192AH. This coin is part of the
collection of Professor Osama Abu Ahmad in Syria and bears both the Persian name "Abrashahr" and the
Arabic name "Naysabur" for the same mint. These two names refer to the mint of Naysabur, one of the four
capitals of the Khorasan region. This dirham has never been published or studied before and is being
documented and examined for the first time in this research, giving the study particular significance. I have

provided a precise scientific description of the coin, covering its general appearance, inscriptions, and the
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placement of the Persian and Arabic names. The Persian name appears in the marginal inscriptions on the
obverse side, while the Arabic name is located in the central inscriptions on the reverse side.

The study examines, analyzes, and compares the inscriptions and decorative elements on the dirham
in question, contextualizing them within the varying circumstances of the state. Only five specimens of this
dirham all minted in 192AH have been previously published. These are held in the following institutions:
The American Numismatic Society in New York, The Tehran Museum, The Qatar National Museum, The
Royal Museum in Stockholm, The British Museum in London. The dirham under study is the sixth known
example of its kind. This research represents the first comprehensive study in the field of numismatics on
this subject, as to the best of my knowledge no prior published research exists on this specific topic. Therefore,

this study constitutes a novel academic contribution to the field of Islamic numismatics.

Keywords: Abbasid Coinage, Harun al-Rashid, Khorasan Coins, Abbasid Dirham, Nishapur Mint.
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