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Abstract:

Political Assassination and The Crisis of Legitimacy

A Philosophical Reading of Contemporary State Practices
"A Critical Analytical Study In The Philosophy of Politics"

Political assassination is re-emerging in contemporary contexts not as an
unusual deviation from state logic, but as an inherent tool within
authoritarian structures. It is used as part of control strategies and to
perpetuate dominance, especially in regimes with eroding legitimacy and a
lack of effective democratic mechanisms. Given escalating political tensions
and the exposure of institutional limitations in crisis management, this
practice signals a deeper crisis within the very fabric of governance.

This study aims to analyze the position of political assassination within the
structure of the modern political system—not as an isolated individual act,
but as an organized tool exercised under the pretexts of national security
or political stability, and often legitimized by legal and moral discourses
cloaked in the language of prevention and deterrence.

The research is guided by the central question:

To what extent does political assassination, as a codified and security-
justified practice, pose a fundamental threat to the structure of legitimacy
in the modern state?

The study is based on the hypothesis that the modern state’s resort to
political assassination reflects a profound failure of its democratic and
institutional tools to manage threats, and constitutes an implicit
acknowledgment of its declining capacity to integrate opposition within the
bounds of the political contract.

By tracing the contexts in which assassination is deployed, the study
reveals how the concepts of “threat” and “opposition” are redefined to
justify political killing, and how violence is transformed into a means of
protecting authority, rather than the state itself. The study also examines
the nuanced distinctions between “legitimate Killing” and “political
assassination,” and deconstructs the legal foundations that seek to
delineate these boundaries.

Conversely, the paper calls for a critical reassessment of these practices
through legal, moral, and legitimacy-based perspectives, and advocates for
a model of governance grounded in transparency and accountability—one
that restores legitimacy through the preservation of political life rather

than its elimination.
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