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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify how the political elite formed and monitor its
reproduction criteria through practice theory. It also aimed to identify the
challenges facing the elite and how to address them. Methodology: The study
sample consisted of 30 informants belonging to Bukhshim tribe in Awlad Ali,
Beheira Governorate, northern Egypt, their ages ranged from 20-70 years, the
interview guide was used as an essential tool for the study. The study was based
on the anthropological method and theory of practice theoretical orientation.
Results: The results showed that the political elite belong to families of
prestigious social status, have a significant track record in political work, and are
aware of the tribe's problems and challenges. Forming the political elite is a
social act carried out by agents through the tribe's habitus and the tribal sphere.
The political elite must possess capital in its various forms—social, cultural,
economic, and symbolic—in order to be reproduced. The tribal sphere is a social
space that reproduces itself through the continuous interaction between forms of
capital and habitus. The most prominent challenges facing the political elite
include tribal fanaticism, differing orientations among tribe members, and
economic challenges. The study recommends that the state raise political
awareness among members of the tribe to reduce tribal fanaticism and encourage
collective action.

Key words: elite, political elite, practice theory, tribal society, Bukhshim tribe,
habitus
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