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Abstract

The Fatimid era in Egypt was characterized by an intense sectarian conflict,
manifested in the state’s attempts to impose the Ismaili Shi‘i identity through its
religious and educational institutions. This directly affected the status of the Mosque
of ‘Amr ibn al- As, which was marginalized in favor of official Shi‘i institutions.
Nevertheless, the hadith scholars associated with it played a significant role in
safeguarding the Sunni identity by organizing hadith study circles, establishing
networks of transmission and teaching, and holding both public and secret gatherings.
Notably, women also participated in teaching hadith at the mosque, which constituted
a resilient intellectual and social form of resistance. The study further reveals a
remarkable diversity in the geographical and doctrinal aftiliations of the scholars,
both local Egyptians and those coming from abroad, reflecting the mosque’s
openness to transregional scholarly exchange. In addition, the relative independence
of many scholars was sustained through their reliance on free professions. Despite the
resumption of teaching and preaching at the mosque, it did not regain its earlier status
as the foremost center of learning. Rather, it became part of a broader institutional
educational framework, rivaled by Nizami madrasas and major scholarly institutions,
which rendered its influence more symbolic than central, unlike in earlier centuries
when it was the primary hub of hadith scholarship. Accordlngly, the study concludes
that the mosque, despite its relative decline, remained a pivotal foundation in
consolidating Sunni identity within Egypt’s rehglous and educational landscape

Keywords: Mosque of ‘Amr ibn al- As - Fatimids - Hadith scholars - Sunni identity
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