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Political Ecology: The Dialectic of Domination and Resistance
in the Global Environmental Space

“A Critical Analytic Study in the Philosophy of Politics”
Abstract

In an era marked by escalating environmental crises, nature can no longer be
understood as a neutral or passive backdrop to human activity. Instead, it must
be examined as a politically contested domain, shaped by intersecting systems
of power, economic interests, and institutional governance. This study explores
political ecology as a critical framework capable of reinterpreting environmental
degradation not as the outcome of technical failure or natural inevitability, but
as a structural consequence of global political and economic arrangements.

The research addresses a central question:

To what extent can political ecology account for contemporary ecological crises
as manifestations of power relations and political modernity, rather than as
isolated ecological or scientific problems? In response, the study critically
examines dominant environmental policies and sustainability discourses,
arguing that they often operate as instruments of control. These frameworks
frequently advance the interests of transnational elites while excluding local
communities from decision-making processes, undermining traditional
ecological knowledge, and legitimizing extractive forms of development under
the guise of stewardship.

The study also considers environmental resistance, particularly from Indigenous
and marginalized communities, as a significant form of political expression.
These acts of resistance, though often overlooked in mainstream environmental
discourse, challenge dominant epistemologies and reassert alternative
relationships to land and ecology. They call attention to the need for justice,
cultural recognition, and participatory governance in shaping environmental
futures.

Ultimately, the paper argues that today’s environmental crisis reflects deeper
tensions related to authority, legitimacy, and exclusion. Addressing it requires
not only scientific and technological reform, but also a critical rethinking of
how ecological governance is constructed, who participates in it, and whose

voices are heard in defining the future of the planet.
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