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Abstract:

Kuwait experienced significant economic prosperity in the first
half of the twentieth century, thanks to the transit trade that passed
through its territories. Kuwaiti traders acted as commercial
intermediaries between the markets of Asia and the trading
markets of both the Arabian Peninsula, Iraq and Persia. Although
Kuwait viewed transit trade as legitimate, the political powers in
the Gulf region considered it a form of smuggling, leading to
disputes between Kuwait and those powers. This research
addresses the transit trade through Kuwait and the positions of
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Persia, Irag, Najd, and the British authorities in the Arabian Gulf,
as well as the reasons for the disagreements among them
regarding this type of commercial transaction—was it legitimate
trade or commercial smuggling?
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