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Abstract:

This paper, titled 'Deceptions of Light and Shadow: A Reading in the Short
Story Collection 'l Cannot Hear My Voice' by Tayseer Al-Najjar in Light of
Feminist Criticism," attempts to elucidate the features of feminist discourse in
the short story collection | Cannot Hear My Voice by Tayseer Al-Najjar. This is
achieved by tracing the techniques used to construct the image of the man in
the collection's stories, a portrayal founded upon a pivotal antithetical duality: the
'real" man versus the "hoped-for' man. The researcher's analysis focuses on
monitoring the author's use of this duality in the narrative construction, examined
through the following topics: 1- Main characters and plot trajectories; 2— The
endings of the stories and their significations; and 3— The narrator's identity and

the significance of names.
The paper has reached several conclusions, the most significant of which are:

1- The author presented a balanced, non-prejudiced portrayal of the
man, seeking through this construction to uncover the deep-rooted
causes of feminist issues that originate from the woman-man relationship.
2- Regarding the endings of the stories, the narratives of "Asfar Dakin"
(Dark Yellow), 'Dalida," "Buga’ Hamra' Mukhifa" (Scary Red Spots), "Liga"
(A Meeting), "Asdiqa’i al-Aba" (My Father Friends), "Al-Infijar bil-Alfaz
al-Badhi'a" (Explosion with Obscenities), "Al-'Awda ila al-Bayt' (Returning
Home), and "Al-Qissa" (The Story) all concluded with a submission to the
image of the flawed, "real' man, or what corresponds to it in the absence
of its antithesis (the "hoped—for' man). In contrast, the image of the
"hoped-for'" man triumphed over the 'real' man in the stories "Al-Waritha"
(The Heiress) and 'Fi al-Sijil al-Madani' (In the Civil Registry).
Meanwhile, the endings of 'Kama La Yaliqu bi—'Ashiga" (As Unbefitting a
Lover), "Yajib an Agtula Amina" (I Must Kill Amina), and "Kompars' (Extra)
embodied a revolt against the 'real' man and a rejection of him, even

though the heroines did not find the "hoped-for' man. The title story, 'La
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Asma'u Sawti" (I Cannot Hear My Voice), served to expose the roots of
the problem and the conflict between the two sides of this antithetical
duality. It reveals that the problem lies within the female protagonist
herself, as she failed to understand her own desires, and her wants and
instincts moved her in opposition to her consciousness. This, in turn,

disrupted the alignment of her actions with her aspirations.
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