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The Artistic, Aesthetic, and Symbolic Features of Tardiyyat
In Asadi Tusi’s Garshasp—nama

(A Descriptive—Analytical Approach)

Abstract

Garshasp—nama by Asadi Tusi stands as one of the most prominent epic poems in
Persian literature, weaving the legendary tale of the hero Garshasp within a
framework that blends historical elements with an epic spirit. The poem reveals the
poet’s remarkable skill in portraying nature and the animal world—two central
elements in the structure of tardiyyat (hunting poetry), which is characterized by its
dynamic depiction of hunting scenes and chases, with vivid detail and lively visual
rhythm.

This study gains its significance from shedding light on tardiyyat as a poetic genre
in Persian literature that has yet to receive sufficient aesthetic and symbolic
analysis. It seeks to offer a new interpretive reading of the Garshasp—nama texts,
unveiling their artistic and cultural dimensions.

The main objective of the study is to analyze the hunting-themed passages in
Garshasp-nama, in order to uncover their stylistic, aesthetic, and symbolic
features, and to determine the place of this poetic form within the broader
structure of classical Persian literature—while also taking into account the cultural
and historical contexts that shaped it.

Although Garshasp—nama belongs to the epic genre, textual analysis reveals
passages that resonate strongly with the characteristics of tardiyyat, showcasing
detailed descriptions of nature, animals, and hunting scenes through a conscious
artistic use of dynamic and aesthetic imagery.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology, combining the
identification of stylistic features of tardiyyat with an analysis of its structure and

meanings.
Keywords: Tardiyyat, Asadi Tusi, hunting poetry in Garshasp-nama, stylistic,

aesthetic, and symbolic features.
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