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Abstract:

Jirjis Jawhari’s House: An Archaeological Documentary Study Based on Existing Houses
and Some artifacts in the Coptic Museum

Ashgan Ahmed Mohamed Metwaly

This paper deals with the house of Mu’allem lJirjis Jawhari. who held an important
financial position; as the Head of the Coptic Mubashrin (financial Directors) from 1795 to
1805 AD. in this capacity, he represents one of the official employees. On the other hand,
he was considered the most important Coptic figure at that time; he was the head of the
Coptic community. The personality of Jirjis Jawhari, as one of the Egyptian notables,
combines different features; professional and sectarian. Therefore, this house, under
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study, is a model for the residential houses of the notables and wealthy class in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Moreover, this paper is an example of
studying of one of the extinct houses, so | will try to describe and analyze in details the
design and the architectural elements, as a way of historicizing Ottoman Cairo’s buildings
and establishments. Additionally, the researcher will publish a complete text of one of
the documents that contain a detailed description of this house, and compare it with
other documents. The broader framework of this study comes within the context of what
archaeology can offer in studying the history of Egypt during the Ottoman period in its
various aspects. As for the sources, the study will rely entirely on the documents of the
Sharia courts, which contain a detailed description of Jirjis Jawhari’s house, and a
description of other contemporary houses and establishments, as a way of comparison.

Keywords:

Notables’ houses, Eighteenth century, Social prominence, Architectural elements, Copts,
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