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Turkish Mevlevi Dervishes in the Light of Some Depictions of the Orientalists in the
Century (13™ H./19™ A.D.) An Artistic and Archaeological study

Ramadan Abd Elrazk Hassan Yassin
Faculty of Archaeology, Damietta University, Egypt

drramadanyassin@du.edu.eg

ABSTRACT:

Turkish dervishes, particularly the Mevlevi Sufi order, were a significant aspect of
Turkey's cultural and religious legacy. They captivated orientalists who examined Islamic
Sufism and its influence on Turkish society. This study focuses on the 19th century, a
period marked by extensive orientalist activity in Eastern nations, especially Turkey. Sufi
orders, notably the Mevlevi order established by Sheikh Jalal al-Din al-Rumi, were among
the most intriguing subjects for Western orientalists, writers, and artists due to their
widespread impact in the Islamic world. Orientalist artists captured Mevlevi Sufi rituals
and their venues through oil paintings, documenting this Islamic religious phenomenon in
19th-century Turkey, with an emphasis on artistic, cultural, and social elements. The
Mevlevi dervishes, like other Islamic world heritage topics, inspired numerous European
artworks. These paintings became a rich source for studying this Islamic heritage from an
orientalist perspective in the 19th and early 20th centuries in Turkey. The Mevlevi
undoubtedly played a crucial role in Turkish society's history, and it's worth noting that
orientalist depictions reflect a Western view of this Islamic phenomenon. This research
paper examines some orientalist portrayals of the Mevlevi sect in 19th-century Turkey,
utilizing images from Islamic manuscripts related to the subject. The archaeological and
artistic study employs a descriptive and analytical approach for twelve paintings and
thirteen figures.

Keywords: Orientalists, Mevlevi, Dervishes, Sufism, Islamic depiction, Tekke.
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