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The Returns of government efforts on civic culture among youth in Upper

Egypt: a field study
Abstract:

The Egyptian government, represented by the Ministry of Youth and
Sports, is making great efforts towards youth development in the regions of
Upper Egypt. In addition to establishing and developing youth centers, sports
clubs, stadiums, and youth cities extensively in the governorates of Upper Egypt
to absorb the wasted human energies in those governorates, the Ministry
launched the “Development Program for the People of Upper Egypt,”. This
program is considered one of the most important programs that aims to build
citizenship and enhance civic culture among young people in southern Egypt, a
culture that constitutes a major factor in building active citizenship. Accordingly,
this study started from the assumption that the government efforts exerted
through the “Upper Egypt Development Programme” contribute to enhancing civic

culture among young people in the governorates in which the program is
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implemented. The problem of the study was clarified in a main question: What

are the effects of government efforts on civic culture among young people in
Upper Egypt?

The study relied on the social survey approach through the sample, by
conducting a field survey, using a questionnaire tool to collect data. The size of
the study sample was (114) respondents. The study concluded that the role of
the Upper Egypt Development Program was effective in promoting civic culture
among the participants, as it had positive impacts on providing young people with
knowledge and skills. It also enhanced their culture and values of volunteer work

and developed the components of social capital.

The study recommended the necessity of working to expand the number
of beneficiaries of the program, and trying to motivate civil society institutions and
economic sector institutions to support and adopt the program, in a way that
contributes to expanding the application of the program horizontally, especially in

the governorates, cities, and villages of Upper Egypt.

Keywords: Government efforts, Civic culture, Development of the people of

Upper Egypt
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