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Tarikh Al-Fattash, and Its importance in the dating of political life
in the Islamic Kingdom of Ghana

Abstract:

The “Tarikh al-Fattash” attributed to Mahmoud Ka’at al-Tinbukti, represents one
of only two historical sources written by the historians of the Islamic Kingdom of
Songhay. Only “Tarikh al-Fattash” and “Muluk Alsudan Ahl Songhay” has written
by Abd al-Rahman al-Sa’idi, have reached us from the sources of this kingdom and
Western Sudan in general. Hence, the history of Al-Fattash occupies great value and
great importance for both researchers in the history of the kingdoms of Western
Sudan during the Islamic era. This study seeks to investigate the problem of the
author of “Tarikh al-Fattash”: Was it written by one author, or by more than one
author with the same name, “Mahmoud Kaat”, and then explores the importance of
this historical source in the history of the Islamic Kingdom of Ghana, which the
author of Al-Fatash did not contemporaneize, but relied on oral narrations.
Therefore, this study will compare the oral narratives contained in the history of the
Fattash about the Kingdom of Ghana, and those narratives contained in Islamic
sources, especially Maghribian ones, about the history of this kingdom, especially
the narratives related to political life.

Key words: Tarikh al-Fattash, Mahmoud Ka’at, Ghana Kingdom, Western Sudan,
Political Life.
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