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Informal Networks and Coping Economic and Political Crises

A Study on a Sample of Charitable Organization Officials in Suez

Abstract:

The mission of the current study is to study the ways and means of
people’s coping of the economic and political crises they face through the
networks of charitable work with which they are connected, especially
associations with a religious personality.

The main issue of the current study is to search for the characteristics of
the social response of actors through dense ties with moral or religious support,
which It is embodied in social networks that provide support and protection to
actors.

Then the problem of the study can be formulated in the main question:

The main question: What are the characteristics of the role played by
charitable work networks in coping the economic and political crises in the Suez?

The study used several research methods: Starting with the historical
approach, passing through the descriptive approach, and ending with the limited
comparative approach, which required selecting specific cases, which are rich in
the data they possess and express due to the political and social positions and
experiences they went through. Accordingly, several criteria were designed to
draw a deliberate sample from charitable organization activists. With religious
cover.

The cases of religious associations included: the Sharia Association in
Suez, and the Association of the Virgin Mary Church in Suez.

The study revealed a set of results: The structure of the two associations
relied on broad and strong networks of donors and recipients, and this network is
considered an important source of the strength and continuity of the structure of
the two associations.

The empirical study showed that the basic determinants of the structure of
charitable work networks are based on educated, most effective and religious
groups.
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Hence, the importance of the role played by charitable work networks
through the two associations under study in coping economic and political crises
was proven, as material benefits were transformed into valuable capital that
dominates the beneficiaries to prevent them from being exposed to economic
crises that affect their standards of living and their steadfastness in life, in
addition to protecting them from slippage. In political conflicts or political
conflicts with economic dimensions and disturbances.

Keywords: Charitable Work Networks - Coping Economic and Political
crises - charitable organizations.
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