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Peculation in Byzantium from the Fourth to the Ninth Centuries

A Study in Peculation Cases in Actual Practice

Mabrouka Kamel Daif Youssef
Faculty of Education, Damanhur University

dr.mabroukakamel@edu.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract:

The present research investigates the crime of peculation in the Byzantine
Empire as one of the financial corruption crimes. The research mainly aims to
track actual incidents of peculation and identify the different aspects of that
crime, including the methods and forms of peculation used in the various
departments of the government. The research also aims to study the deterrence
measures adopted by the emperors to confront this issue during the period under
study. Furthermore, the research explores the differences in the central
authority’s response to this crime during the period under study.

The research, additionally, delves into several crucial issues related to the
peculation, including the job categories involved in the crime in various
government departments, the types of penalties imposed on the culprits and a
presentation of some of the trials of those accused of the peculation crime. The
study also sheds light on the types of crimes that were associated with peculation,
based on factual evidence from reliable sources.

Keyword: Imperial Court, Imperial Edicts, Financial Corruption,
Fiscus, Taxation
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Symposium ed. . W.Schuller, (Munich Oktober 1979), pp. 29-48; L.Mooren,”
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779.
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Ammianus Marcellinus, 1, pp. 155;cf.also, ,J.Martindale, The Prosopography of the
Later Roman Empire, 3 Vols (Cambridge, 1992),Vol.1.pp.763.

Ammianus Marcellinus, I, pp. 155-156;cf.also,Martindale, The Prosopography of (*°)
the Later Roman Empire,VVol.1.pp.985-986.
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H.Sivan,"Numerian the Intellectual: A Dynastic Survivor in Fourth Century Gaul,”

Rheinisches Meseum fur Philologie, 136.Bd.H.3/4(1993),pp.360-365.
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The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity,ed.O.Nicholson,(Oxford, 2018),
Vol.1.pp.642-643.

eaill 23630l Jslag D) g5l 5 ABgare Aia o Jpuanl] Lilliia i gala bt Gugunilin & (")
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H.S,"Numerian the Intellectual, pp.361-362
Ammianus Marcellinus, I, p.405. %)
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Martindale, The Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire,VVol.1.634.
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Berger, Encyclopedia Dictionary of Roman Law, pp.646,726.
Ammianus Marcellinus, Trans. J.C. Rolfe, 3 vols, (Cambridge and Massachusetts, (™™
1935-1939), I,pp.316-317.cf.also, Jones, The Later Roman Empire, I,pp.119-
120;B.Wells, Taxation and Bureaucracy in the Declining Empire,” The Sewanee
Review, Oct., Vol.30,No. 4 (1922),pp.421-445, esp.445.
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Ammianus Marcellinus, 1, p.539;Libanius, Selected Letters of ()
Libanius from the Age of Constantinus Julian,Trans.S.Bradbury, (Liverpool
2004),pp.156-157;Julian, "Lettre to Libanius”In.The Works of the Emperor Julian,
vol.3,pp.xxxiv,183.
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