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Abstract:

The ancient kingdoms of the Near East organized the movement of
travelers across their lands through constructing castles, walls, and
fortresses. Anyone wishing to cross the border points had to show a
permit or passport that revealed his/her identity and purpose. This
requirement applied even to royal delegations, which had to carry such
sealed and authenticated permits from their rulers. This allowed them
to reach other kingdoms and carry out their missions. Given the
significance of this matter, the current study extensively delves into
these permits, examining the archives of Mari, Tell al-Amarna, Ugarit,
and many others. The aim is to comprehend the various kinds of
permits or passports that are granted, the different groups of individuals
who hold them, and how these permits contribute to protecting the
royal delegation during their journey through the lands they were
heading to. Furthermore, the study explores the benefits bestowed upon
those possessing these permits. These permits varied and included royal
decrees, agreements, and specific official documents that envoys and
traders held during their journeys.
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Perspectives on His Reign, edited by Cline, E and O’Connor, D.,
Michigan, 1998, p. 252; Abo-Eleaz, "Neglect and Detention", p. 21;
Hoffner, Letters from the Hittite, p. 24.
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-Beckman, Hittite Diplomatic, p.134, No. 23, [36-54].
10_Aho-Eleaz, M.-E.,Fake News and Rumors in the Diplomatic
Correspondence between Egypt and the Other Great Powers during the

XIVth and XIIIth Centuries BCE. RdE, Vol. 71, 2021, p. 11.

VY o el AW 380 Jeas b on DAY @Dl : allall sy oS
- Hoffner, Letters from the Hittite, p. 24. Pl
192_|_afont,"Messagers et ambassadeurs”, p. 173.

2my o)l Aailly A<l 5 e G Zal Aats cdangV) ) dilaie b gyed slie =

( Bryce, The routledge handbook, p. 604. aal)). @iy lewds (55l

Heimpel, W., :xal) .ilas el Lol 4l e 5pdl Jled Sk Ao 12DIS)-
Letters to the king of Mari. A new Translation, with Historical Introduction,

Notes, and Commentary, Cambridge, 2003, p. 609.)
195_Meier, The messenger, p. 90; Altman, Tracing the Earliest Recorded, p. 85.
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1%6_ARM, XIV, pp. 96-99, [5-16].

197_Meier, The messenger, p. 91.

108_) afont, "Messagers et ambassadeurs”, p. 173, not. 38.

109_Casson, L., Travel in the Ancient World, London, 1974, p. 39.
10_Gordicke, H., The report of Wenamun, Baltimore and London, 1975, p.17.
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1_Gordicke, The report, p. 62.
12_Altman, Tracing the Earliest Recorded, p. 208.
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-Faulkner, R.O., A concise dictionary of middle Egyptian, Oxford, 1972, p. 94.
YY) e gl jeme b duhally GaY) taens 25ena Jlia -

-P.Allen, J., Middle Egyptian literature, Eight literary works of the middle
kingdom, Cambridge, 2015, p. 133, p. 133, [B 242-B 243].
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115p Allen, Middle Egyptian literature, p. 133, [B 242-B 243].
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-P.Allen, Middle Egyptian literature, p. 133, [B 242-B 243].
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-P.Allen, Middle Egyptian literature, p. 133, [B 242-B 243].
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120_Cartledge, T, W., Vows in the Hebrew Bible and the Ancient Near East,
JSOT, Supplement Series, 147, England, 1992, p. 164; Douglas, M., in the
Wilderness: The Doctrine of Defilement in the Book of Numbers, Oxford,
2001, p. 208.
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131_Munn-Rankin, J, M., "Diplomacy in Western Asia in the early second
Millennium B.C.", Iraq, Vol. 18/1, 1956, p. 100.
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133 Bederman, International law, p. 100; Munn-Rankin, J, M., "Diplomacy in
Western Asia", pp. 100-101.

3% _Munn-Rankin, "Diplomacy in Western Asia", p. 101.

135 pUR I, No. 11.730, pp. 12-13.

136_Munn-Rankin, "Diplomacy in Western Asia", p. 100.
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141_| afont,"Messagers et ambassadeurs”, p. 181.
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