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Arab-Byzantine Relations Prior to Islam: The Journey of Al-
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Arab-Byzantine Relations Prior to Islam: The Journey of Al-Harith bin
Jabala to Constantinople
The Year 563 AD as an Example

At the time when the leaders of Emperor Justinian (527-565 AD) departed to
recover the western parts of the empire, it is found that he worked hard to preserve the
areas of influence across the eastern borders, using various methods, and he
frequently hosted delegations from those peoples. As a result of the weaknesses in the
Byzantine regime at the internal and external levels during the third century AD, and
the presence of Bedouin tribes on the Byzantine borders in the Levant, the policy of
the Byzantines led to a change in its policy towards the Arabs, particularly the Arabs
residing in the Levant. One of the most prominent features of this change was the
conveyance to some Arab leaders who migrated to Levant and settled in it, assigning
them the task of guarding those borders, as this task developed until it became a
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property that had an impact on regional politics. The Ghassanid Arabs, to whom the
Arab sheikhdom partisan of the Byzantines moved, cooperated during the reign of
Emperor Anastasius during the war with the Persians (502-505 AD). However, the
Ghassanid fame began during the reign of Al-Harith bin Jabala, a contemporary of
Emperor Justinian. Al-Harith traveled to Constantinople and reached it in November
of the year 563 AD. From this trip, he targeted a set of goals referred to in some
Greek and Syriac sources, which the study tries to monitor in the light of the historical
conditions that existed. The study also attempts to focus on the effects of the trip on
the Byzantine and Ghassanid sides, and to depict some scenes related to this trip as a
page of Arab-Byzantine relations prior to Islam.

Keywords: Justinian, Byzantium, Arabs prior to Islam, Ghassanids.
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Y1) Irfan Shahid, Byzantium and the Arabs in the sixth century, Volumel Part: Political and Military
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23) “In this year, in October of the 12th indiction, the emperor Justinian, in fulfilment of a vow, visited
Myriangeloi, otherwise known as Germia,1 a city in Galatia. In November, Arethas2 the patrician and
phylarch of the Saracens, came to Byzantium, since he was obliged to report to the emperor which of
his sons, after his death, would obtain his phylarchy, and to discuss the activities of Ambros, son of
Alamoundaros in his territory”

24) Irfan Shahid, Byzantium and the Arabs in the sixth century, Volume I, Part 1. P.285-286.
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