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Abstract: The threat of terrorism and extremism is a daily challenge that targets the States
stability, and the security of their citizens and residents and threatens the political, economic and
social systems. Hence, states, institutions and universities must search for the causes and factors
of frequency of terrorist attacks. In this paper, the statistical, the geographic information systems
method, the ordinary least squares (OLS) models, and the geographical weighted regression
(GWR) were used to reveal the interpretation of the relationship between state fragility and
poverty on the one hand, and terrorist attacks in the continent of Africa on the other hand. The
author used data about terrorist attacks as well as the poverty and fragility index of states between
the year 2006 2006 and 2019. The author concluded through statistical analysis that there is a
significant relationship between fragility, poverty and terrorism and that it is a significant
relationship, while the ordinary least squares model showed that poverty and state fragility
explained 23% of terrorism causes in the Africa, while the weighted geographical regression model
concluded that poverty and state fragility explained 31% of the terrorism causes. Poverty and State

fragility in both Somalia and Egypt explain terrorism in the most violent years, with rates of 53%
and 51%, respectively.

key words: Terrorism, Poverty, Fragility index, OLS, GWR.
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