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Folk medicine among the Greeks between disease phobia and treatment
mythology an application to a group of Egyptian and Greek amulets
Walaa Mohamed Mahmoud Abd el-Rahman
Lecturer of Classical Archaeology, Department of Greek and Roman
Faculty of Archeology and languages, Matrouh University, Egypt
walaawafa260@gmail.com

Abstract: The priests were the first to be magicians, engineers, and doctors
of all diseases, starting in Egypt, not beginners, and others had nothing but to
add, mediators between the patient and the healing god who knew the way to
plead with him, and the prevention of diseases was what concerned the
priests and doctors; Therefore, folk medicine and magic were known to the
Pharaohs, and the god Thoth was considered the first to write scientific books
on magic and its talismans, and the Greeks and Romans praised him, as
priests gained a great position in ancient Egyptian society, because
knowledge is the source of strength even five thousand years ago, and for the
common people the priest was a scientist He knows everything and knows
everything.

It was accepted that the disease was mainly caused by the gods and
their control, and so the priests played a dominant role in morbid fear, as
medicine and folk medicine were under the control of priests, healers and
magicians, so the priest used to practice medicine with knowledge and study
and add magic spells to it, thus affecting the patient psychologically with
medical treatment and miraculous healing takes place.

Christopher Farron referred to words and formulas about Greek magic,
whether written on papyrus or found on amulets, and in the researcher's
opinion, the error in some of these words, and words that have no meaning,
make magic work violent in speech and action, and thus result in liberation
from the tyrannical force that causes disease. And healing from it, while in
the Greek and Roman eras magic practices appear with new influences
through the forms of gods or animals or the use of colors with certain
connotations or magic formulas, as we find in this research Egyptian, Greek,
Ptolemaic and Roman features mixed together.

Magic is classified in Egypt and the Greeks as a theological type, as it
derives its influence from all pagan religions, but the Greeks mentioned to us
some gods in the biography of diseases and doctor.

Belief in magic in ancient Egypt is considered one of the oldest beliefs in
God, and it may have been older in Egypt and was used as a spiritual
treatment that hits the origins of medical treatment and its various practice.

Gardner believes that it is difficult to draw a distinction between
medical science and treatment in the field of folk medicine. Because there is
a great overlap between the two fields, but Koeing believes that the thought
of miraculous healing is one of the most important features of Egyptian
thought religiously and has been inherited by all civilizations to the present
.time, and in it confront elements that threaten public order
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Soothsayer: One of the titles of sorcerer priests, whose function appeared
since the era of the Middle Kingdom, and continued during the Greek and
Roman eras. As he had a magical tendency, in which the Egyptians believed
a lot, as every time there is a god who guards and intervenes in human
destinies and their fortunes, whether they are happy, granting distinctive
abilities to this creature and reaching its goal, or naughty and afflicting it with
misery between diseases and their treatment.

The study followed the descriptive, historical, and analytical approach of
traditional medicine prescriptions, which may contribute to reaching results
for these prescriptions for diseases and their treatment.

Key words: miraculous healing- disease phobia- treatment mythology-
necromancy- senatorium- healing savior- amulets and magic spells.
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'- Bonner, C., Amulets Cheifly in the British Museum, 270: 277..
* Michel, S., Dic Magischen Gemmen: Zu Bildern und zaubesformetn Aufgeschnitten
Steinen der Antike und Neuzeit, Berlin, 2001, 251.
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' Michel, S., Die magischen Gemmen im Britischen Museum, London, 2001, 114, no:180.
&Bonner, C., Amulets Cheifly in the British Museum, 1, 26.

 Michel, S., Die magischen Gemmen im Britischen Museum, 251, no:397. & Bonner, C.,

Amulets Cheifly in the British Museum 63 :65.

" Drexler, Mythologische Beitrage, note on: 64-65, he cites Gruter, Inscr, 1047, 5.& also
kopp, pal. crit., IV, 264.
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' Bonner, C., Amulets Cheifly in the British Museum, 63:65.
* Bonner, Amulets Cheifly in British Museum, 49, 67, 68.
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' Draycott, J.L., Approaches To healing in Roman Egypt, Nottingham, 2011, 202.

* Denkmaler des Pelizaeus -Museum Zu Hildesheim, 1993, 163, 285.The Material is
described simply as "green stone"for fever amulets on papyrus see PGMXXXIII, XLIII,
XLVII.
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' - Bonner, C., Studies in Magical Amulets Chiefly Graeco -Egyptian, 75 — 76& Nagy, A. M.,

"Daktylios pharmakites. Magical Healing Gems and Rings in the Graeco-Roman World"in

Ritual Healing, ed. CharlesBurnett, 2012, 71, 106, 76.

" Bonner, C., 65.

" Amenta& Luiselli & sordi, L’acqua nellantico Egitto, lavita, rigenerazione, incantesimo,
medicamento, Rome, 2005, 91, 105.
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' Hall, E.S., "Harpocrates and Other Child Deities in Ancient Egyptian Sculpture ", in
Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt, 14, 55, 58.

" Pinch, G., Magic in Ancient Egypt, Austin, 81.

-84 1986 «aysills sally qalall Jiall 1y oyl (ladl jsamn (8 LSl jams Uil 2o Askl T
* Bonner, C., Studies in Magical Amulets Chiefly Graeco -Egyptian, 70.

124 Gpasl1 2002 o lasmall) 1z i) dg ) dsball cadall 2o ccpall 553

* Bonner, C., Amulets chiefly, 75:80.
“Bonner, C., Studies in Magical Amulets Chiefly Graeco -Egyptian , 72.
* Christopher, A, F.,"Magika Hiera", 175.
* Wreszinski, W., Der Ebers papyrus, Leipzing, 1913.
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'Christopher, A, F., "Magika Hiera", 222.

" Pliny, N. H, 26,4.

* Draycott, J. L., Approaches To healing in Roman Egypt, 245.

° Longrigg, J., "Epilepsy" in Ancient Greek Medicine the Vital step"NCBI", Vol. 9, 2000,
12.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/flammarion engraving.

¥ Peter, W., sociocultural History of Epilepsy, London, 2010, 34.

* Ebbell, B., the Papyrus Ebers, the Greatest Egyptian Medical Document Copenhagen,
levens Munksgood, 1973, 91ff.
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* Worrel, W. H., A coptic Magical and Medical Texts Orientalia, 4, 1, 37.
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' Bonner, C., Amulets chiefly, 70.
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" Pliny N.H.26,4.
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