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Spatial modeling of natural geographic potential for tourism development
Bahariya Oasis depression.
A study in the geography of tourism

Abstract.

The current study sought to study the natural geographic potential for tourism
development in the Bahariya Oasis depression due to its multiple tourist
attractions that serve different types of tourism such as medical tourism —
scientific tourism — safari tourism and others, in order to come up with a map that
shows suitable places for tourism development in the study area through, The
use of geographic information systems (GIS) based on the objective and
descriptive approaches, in addition to the use of quantitative and cartographic
methods.

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which was the
existence of suitable first—class areas with an area of 2094.22 km?2, represented
by the Bahariya Formation — Al-Haiz Formation — Al-Hofuf Formation and the
Negev Formation. These areas were characterized by being flat, level, with little
erosion, and their slope not exceeding 20 degrees, which allows the construction
of facilities. Various tourist areas on it, and suitable second—class areas with an
area of 90.42 km?2, which include most of the basalt hills in the north of the
depression and are characterized by solid lands that allow the establishment of
tourist facilities on them. These hills are known as the Black Desert, as they are
suitable for the practice of safari tourism, and finally the areas that are not
suitable for the development of tourism in the depression, as their area reached
15.36 km2, which consists of marsh lands and the Salt Lake, which are areas
that are not suitable for constructing any facilities on them.

Keywords: spatial modeling, geographic information systems, tourism

development, Bahariya Oasis Depression
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