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The dialectic of the relationship between faith
and reason for Gregory of Nazianzus
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Abstract:

This research aims to address an important topic of philosophical thought
in general and Christian philosophical thought in the Middle Ages in particular,
which is "the dialectic of the relationship between faith and reason according to
Gregory of Nazianzus. Saint Gregory is one of those who made a serious
contribution to the topic of reconciling faith and reason. Despite the importance
of his role with the rest of the Cappadocian Fathers Basil and Gregory of Nyssa,
he did not receive sufficient attention and study. He was distinguished by an
eloquent style and was familiar with major philosophical doctrines, such as
Platonic, Aristotelian, Neoplatonic, Stoic, Cynic and others. He presented an
important vision that contributed to clarifying the difference between the fields
of faith and reason, using terms and philosophical visions. To explain and clarify
the concepts of faith. He also contributed to showing the difference between true
philosophy and pseudo-philosophy in knowledge, and presented a vision of
human self-knowledge that depends on purity, purification, and then
enlightenment to obtain true divine knowledge. Despite his assertion that the
field of faith is the most deserving and most worthy of knowing God, he did not
deny the role of reason at the same time.

Keywords: (Gregory of Nazianzus, faith and reason, theologian,
purification, illumination)
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