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New additions to the life of Sultan Murad 111
Through his personal miniatures in Ottoman art

Dr. Maher Samir Abd Elsameaa Elsayed Atallah
Lecturer of Islamic archaeology, Faculty of Archaeology, Zagazig University, Egypt.

Abstract :
This study sheds light on important aspects of the life of Murad 111, the twelfth sultan

in the Ottoman Empire, who ruled in the period (982-1003 AH / 1574-1595 AD). These
aspects are represented firstly by showing the biographical background, and the most
significant historical aspects of his life; then by addressing his widespread portraits in the
Ottoman manuscripts, especially those displaying his close relation with books: out over other
sultans, he has a lot of paintings holding a book in his hand, sometimes sitting in his library
reading some books, other times looking at books specially-written-and-drawn for him, or
books presented to him as gifts from foreign ambassadors, Studying these miniatures with
their artistic and temporal variety aims at explaining the reasons behind his sole relevance to
such apparent concern on one hand, investigating his both  physical and sensual
characteristics through these printed portraits on the other hand, and showing how the artist
was able to reflect Murad's most important traits in a way distinguishing him from other
sultans and contributing to record his later undated paintings. The study also presents other
features of Murad the Third through his depictions; e.g., the very facial details, Also, it aims
at identifying his special physical attributes, presenting accurate description for the names,
shapes and types of his headgear "turban™ and his clothes; his personal tools, and identifying
his special companions in his private councils through the study portraits, which make the
study contribute to reconsidering the method of studying the art of personal photography in
the Islamic era, and that the method of describing the depictions of historical figures (such as:
sultans or others from different social levels) is no longer restricted to their description
according to the general shape only, but there are a lot of other details involved in their
personal depictions, which can add novel information about their physical and sensual traits
(such as depicting Murad the third as always "a reader and lover of books, a storyteller and a
narrator of his sleep™), and explaning the reasons behind this by addressing his historical
biography.

key words :
Sultan, Ottoman, Murad 111, miniatures, portraits, manuscripts, album, books.
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@ Kiitiikoglu, Bekir.: “Murad iii (5.1003/1595) Osmanl padisahi(1574-1595)”, 1slam Ansiklopedisi 31. Cilt
(Muhammediyye-Munazara) (Turkish), Turkiye Diyanet Vakfi Yayinlari (January 1, 2006), pp.173, 174.
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W Celebi, Seyyid Lokman.: Kuydfetii’l-inséniyye fi semili’l-‘Osmaniyye(Ministry of Tourism and Culture of
the Turkish Republic,The Istanbul Research Center, Translated into English by Siiheyla Artemel, Ankara-
Istanbul, 1987), p.29.

@ Kitiikoglu, Bekir.: “Murad iii (6.1003/1595) Osmanl padisahi (1574-1595)”, p.173.
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“ Gibb, Elias John Wilkinson.: A History of Ottoman Poetry(London.1904), v.III, pp.169-170
(5; Kiitiikoglu, Bekir.: “Murad iii (6.1003/1595) Osmanh padisaht (1574-1595)”, pp.172, 173.
)
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% Schweigger, Salomon.: Sultanlar Kentine Yolculuk 1578-1581, p.159.
) Celebi, Seyyid Lokman.: Kiydfetii’l-Insiniyye fi semili’l-‘Osmaniyye, p.29.
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® Kitiikoglu, Bekir.: “Murad iii (6.1003/1595) Osmanh padisaht (1574-1595)”, p.172.
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Y Felek, Ozgen.: ""Re-narrating Islamic Lore: the Dream Writings of Sultan Murad 111" In Mehmet
Kalpakli and Erdag Goknar. eds. Journal of Turkish Studies/Tiirkliik Bilgisi Arastirmalar1 Dergisi. Ottoman
Studies Foundation(Festschrift in Honor of Walter G.Andrews)(Harvard Univ. NELC, 2010), p.256.

) Fetvaci, Emine: Picturing History at the Ottoman Court, (Indiana University Press, 2013), p.43.

® Ipsirli, Mehmet.: Selaniki Mustafa Efendi, Tarih (nsr. Mehmet Ipsirli), 1-11, (istanbul 1989), 5.428.

@ Fetvaci, Emine: Picturing History at the Ottoman Court, p.43.

®) Schweigger, Salomon.: Sultanlar Kentine Yolculuk 1578-1581, p.160.
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W Tilay, Reyhanli.: “The Portraits of Murad II1” (Erdem, 3/ 8, 1987), p.455.

@ Hathaway, Jane.: The Ottoman Chief Harem Eunuch (Darussaade Agasi) as Commissioner of llluminated
Manuscripts: The Slave as Patron, Subject, and Artist?, In Slaves and Slave Agency in the Ottoman Empire,
eds. StephanConermann and Giil Sen(Go6ttingen: Bonn University Press and V&R Unipress, 2020), p.167.
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- Hierosolimitano, Domenico.: Domenico's Istanbul, translated by Michael Austin, edited by Geoffrey Lewis,

(England: E. J. W. Gibb Memorial Trust by Aris & Phillips, 2001).
© Hierosolimitano, Domenico.: Domenico's Istanbul, p.21.
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@ Fetvaci, Emine.: Picturing History at the Ottoman Court, p.43.
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- Fetvaci, Emine.: Picturing History at the Ottoman Court, p.288. - .
@ Kitiikoglu, Bekir.: “Sehnameci Lokman”, Prof. Dr. Bekir Kiitiikoglu’na Armagan, [UEF, (Istanbul 1991),
$.39-48.
© Fetvaci, Emine.: Picturing History at the Ottoman Court, p.43.
© Tamindi, Zeren.: Siyer - i Nebi: JIslam Tasvir Sanatinda Hz. Muhammed’in Hayan
(Istanbul: Hurriyet VakfiYayinlari, 1984).
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W Tiilay, Reyhanli.: “The Portraits of Murad III” (Erdem, 3/ 8, 1987), pp.453-468.
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@ Tilay, Reyhanll “The Portraits ofMuradIII” pls.12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.

@ Inanan, Ozgenay Kuwyifetii’l - Insaniype Fi - Sema’ili’l - Osmdniyye’ Denhareketle Osmanli
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@ Reyhanl, Tiilay.: Ingiliz Gezginlerine Gore XVI. Yiizyilda Istanbul'da Hayat (1582-1599) 200s., pls.84, 90.

@ Celebi, Seyyid Lokman.: Kiydfetii’l-Inséniyye fi semaili’l-‘Osmaniyye (Ministry of Tourism and Culture of
the Turkish Republic, The Istanbul Research Center, Translated into English by Siiheyla Artemel, Ankara-
Istanbul, 1987).
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- Atasoy, N. & Cagman, F.: Turkish Miniature Painting (Istanbul, R.C. D. Cultural Institute, 1974), pl.34.,
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® Bagci, Serpil, & and Others.: Ottoman Painting, p.130.
@ T, C. K Ultir VE Turizm Bakankigi,: Miirekkebin Izi “Yazma Eserler Seckisi”, p.174.

Cun (S5 3 phan e gh g a5 se IV Aplial 5 jlenl) B o sl 1k a5 e e (3l )
ay cESY) 53 g el Sally WS Cisads ccpilall e cpugs oY) b s gl e 5Sy
$lead) 8 Allexial pLs 385 oJlan 4ie S A i sed dllily (Jeadl S A5 US4 4 49 e
lo_yp15 A lanall pualioll :A4da sala s il iy i e 33 50l . alid) oy il 8 4
Jua AY=AtGa Ga 2990 sl oaldl) dada  UY) 4K Uae (Ldpnhill G pidl 44,3 5 Sas 4
LT i T L ) 0= ) £/ A=Al DS JpuliS) ians AL ) il 20 i
VA ¥+ VA iy (AT sl (Ll dadla AailidY) ahell s Y1 s

- Kiziltan, A.: Anadolu beyliklerinde cami ve mescitler, XIV yuzyil sonuna Kadar(Istanbul , 1958), pp.9, 34.
© Bagci, Serpil, & and Others.: Ottoman Painting, p.131.
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Dergisi 3. Istanbul , 1959), pp.59-60.
®) Minorsky. V., & Wikinson. J. V. S.: The Chester Beatty Library: A Catalogue of the Turkish Manuscripts
and Miniatures(Dublin, 1959), No.414.
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Bagci, Serpil, & and Others.: Ottoman Painting, p.133, 134.
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- Taner, Melis.: An Illustrated Genealogy Between the Ottomans and the Safavids, Mugarnas, vol.35, (Leiden/
Boston, 2018), p.148.

- Bayaram, Sadi.: Ankara Ethnography Muzesi’nde Bulunan 1606 M. Tarhli Silsile-Name, Basim Yeri ve
Tarihi (Ankara, 2014).
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Y Felek, Ozgen.: (Re)creating Image and Identity, Dreams and Visions as a Means of Murad III’s Self-
Fashioning, CHAPTER 13, in book of Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies, Edited by, Ozgen Felek and
Alexander D. Knysh, (State University of New York Press"SUNY", 2012), pp.254, 255.
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Sosyal Bilimler Enstitts, 1993), summary.
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- Rothman, E. Natalie.: Visualizing a Space of Encounter: Intimacy, Alterity, and Trans-Imperial Perspective
in an Ottoman-Venetian Miniature Album, Osmanh Arastrmalart (The Journal of Ottoman Studies, XL,
2012), p.68.
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- Rothman, E. Natalie.: Visualizing a Space of Encounter: Intimacy, Alterity, and Trans-Imperial Perspective
in an Ottoman-Venetian Miniature Album, Osmanl Aragtirmalary, p.80.
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® Rothman, E. Natalie.: Visualizing a Space of Encounter: Intimacy, Alterity, and Trans-Imperial
Perspective in an Ottoman-Venetian Miniature Album, Osmanh Arastirmalart, pp.47, 66.
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® Hierosolimitano: Domenico's Istanbul, p.21.

@ Fetvaci, Emine.: Picturing History at the Ottoman Court, p.37.
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